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Time spent on retreat is an incredibly powerful, unforgettable part of the outdoor ministry here at Caroline 
Furnace. We invite you to take a moment to reflect: to think of all the many guests who have found renewal 
here in the past 60 years, the experiences they had, the stories they have shared, and the communities that 
have grown and thrived as a result. 

When we say “All are welcome here. You are welcome here,” we really mean it. Below is our newly developed 
Community Statement, with guidance from our year-round and summer staff, insight from our Power the Future 

participants, and input and approval from our Board of Directors. 

As stated by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), 
“Outdoor ministries strive to strengthen, support and lift up the body 

of Christ through building relationships with others and with God 
while enjoying creation.”

We aim to live out this ministry by following the greatest 
commandment that Christ taught us - to love our neighbors as 
ourselves. We understand this teaching as being inclusive of 

everyone, with no exceptions. We believe that God declared all 
plants, animals, life, and creation as “good” and has blessed us all. 

We celebrate, affirm, and value the diversity present in our 
communities: diversity of ethnicity, culture, gender identity and 
expression, sexual orientation, faith, belief, ability, age, identity, 

and any other classification. Sincerely, we say, “All are welcome.” 
YOU are welcome here.

The above statement has been the expected culture here since 
camping and retreats began by Lutheran families in Fort Valley 
starting in 1949. We stand with our local ecumenical partners, 
community organizations, and the ELCA to reclaim our history, 

recognize our past (good and bad), and strive to always 
be a welcoming host.

All are Welcome here. You are Welcome here.

2239 Camp Roosevelt Rd Fort Valley VA 22652     (540) 449-0012     www.CarolineFurnace.org

CAROLINE FURNACE
Lutheran Camp & Retreat Center
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When we began hosting Wild Women Retreats 
three years ago, we knew three things: we 
wanted to offer an opportunity for women to 
disconnect, recharge, and build new 
relationships, we hoped the events would be 
multigenerational, and we had to have a good 
time together. What we didn’t know is that we 
would come away from each retreat with more 
women who   (continue reading on pg 2)

March 2020

Good indeed is the Lord, whose steadfast love endures forever. 

God’s faithfulness continues for all generations. Psalm 100:5



(continued from cover page)
care deeply about this place, with stories of incredible faith journeys and 
service to others, strengthened connections to God’s beautiful creation (even 
in cold winter weather), and newfound confidence and abilities in skills such as 
painting and storytelling. At our most recent Wild Women Wine & Craft Retreat 
in December, more than twenty ladies spent the weekend together, laughing, 
sharing, praying, supporting, caring, and renewing. Participants ranged from 22 
to 81 years old - wow, what a beautiful example of your outdoor ministry’s 
generation to generation impact!

The next Wild Women Retreat is December 4-6 and we’re moving to the Cab-
in Village! A few activity options will be available on Saturday, and of course, 
you’re welcome to choose your own local adventure if you’d like. Lodging, meals, 
faith development, and some transportation will be provided. 

- The smile of a small explorer carrying the biggest hunk of slag- The smile of a small explorer carrying the biggest hunk of slag

- The excitement of a young camper passing the swim test for the first time- The excitement of a young camper passing the swim test for the first time

- The anticipation of rising seventh graders moving up to the Sukkah Village- The anticipation of rising seventh graders moving up to the Sukkah Village

- The dedication of a college student to serve as a camp counselor- The dedication of a college student to serve as a camp counselor

- The generosity of a young adult to budget for monthly giving- The generosity of a young adult to budget for monthly giving

- Time together as a family while on retreat or at Family Camp- Time together as a family while on retreat or at Family Camp

- The commitment of a parent to bring their young children to Summer Camp- The commitment of a parent to bring their young children to Summer Camp

- The courage of a middle-aged adult to plan and lead a retreat- The courage of a middle-aged adult to plan and lead a retreat

- Older alumni reflecting on a lifetime of faith, growth, and adventure- Older alumni reflecting on a lifetime of faith, growth, and adventure

Set Up YOUR Monthly Giving at www.CarolineFurnace.org/Donate

As we reflect on this ministry, consider what $20 a month will support:

We see that in 1965 the cost of a week of Summer Camp was only $20. Even today, we 
still see the amazing value that just $20 can bring to Caroline Furnace. We see in Acts 20:20 

Saint Paul says, “You know I did not hold back anything that would be of help to you as I preached 
and taught in public and in your homes.” Paul gave all he had to the Church to ensure its future from generation 
to generation, just as we see people over the years who have given generously to this ministry, holding nothing 
back, so that future generations may experience the reflection of God’s love here in this place. 

We ask for your support in 2020 - will you join us in seeing God’s vision for 
Caroline Furnace by giving $20 monthly in 2020 and beyond? To see clearly 
is a gift, one that most adults lack when it comes to true eyesight. However, you 
don’t need 20/20 vision in order to see how clearly and abundantly God’s love 
and grace is reflected in and through Caroline Furnace. In 2020, the Caroline 
Furnace staff and Board of Directors are working to more clearly see God’s 
vision for your outdoor ministry. We have been sorting through articles, books, 
and photos that tell the history of this place, both before and after camp and 
retreats here began in 1957. We looked to the future as we hosted Power the 
Future events and compile data to vision for the coming years. As we reflect on 
the past and prepare for the future, we remain firmly grounded in the present. 
We strive to reflect Christ’s presence in and through Caroline Furnace, and in 
doing so, can begin to see more clearly with 20/20 vision for the future.

Generosity for the next Generation



2019 in Review  Expenses: $387,684      Revenue: $403,176
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We are so excited and energized from the blessings that the Lord has provided through all of you in 2019. 
Overall, operations and activities continue at a comfortable growth rate in the areas of faith, education, and 
renewal. Growth continued in 2019 through Summer Camp (+90), more retreats and rental groups (+20), 
and increased community engagement with volunteers and congregations (+12 new events). 

This is the third consecutive year of financial stability with controlled 
expenses and income growth. Year-round rental income grew 9% from 2018, 
with highest growth in Farmhouse usage. Expenses remain relatively flat with 
minor increases in insurance and utilities due to the growth in year-round 
retreats. Donations met budget projections and we have experienced an 
increase in the number of congregational and individual donors. We 
were also blessed with a number of targeted donations toward 
facility and grounds improvements.

• The year began with a celebration in early February to reopen the Cabin
Village. We hosted dinner and a concert to recognize donors who helped
fund the renovations to the wastewater treatment plant.

• New for 2019, we hosted seven Family Nights throughout our three Synods.

• We welcomed Bryan Hepner on May 15th as our full-time Director of
Facilities and Maintenance. His family lives in the residence on property.

• We implemented a comprehensive Sustainability Plan (released Feb 1),
which includes pollinator fields, intentional waste reduction, and gardens.

• As part of reclaiming the 19th century cemetery on property, staff, campers,
and volunteers began work on our prayer garden and memorial path.

• We welcomed new Board members, Annabelle Allard (Metro DC) and Joel
Neubauer (VA Synod). Stephen Martin was recognized for his 3 years of
faithful service on the Board of Directors.

• The year culminated with participation in the Great Gathering in November.
Four year-round staff, a Board member, and a volunteer joined 500 other
people from 6 ecumenical partners for a four day conference in NC.

Learn More at www.CarolineFurnace.org

This place continues to shape the faith and personal growth of so many people of all ages through 
retreat groups, youth and family programs, outdoor education, volunteer work 

crews, summer camp, and staff. The impacts of faith, education, and renewal can be 
clearly seen and felt from generation to generation.



Power the Future

Thank you to all who participated in our Power the Future series! Thank you to all who participated in our Power the Future series! 

We held an overnight summit in November, hosted two video calls, We held an overnight summit in November, hosted two video calls, 
and shared an online feedback form. With your help we have and shared an online feedback form. With your help we have 
envisioned new forms of outreach, ways to share this ministry, and envisioned new forms of outreach, ways to share this ministry, and 
discovered areas of potential growth. This includes diversifying pro-discovered areas of potential growth. This includes diversifying pro-
grams available and better meeting the needs of our existing user grams available and better meeting the needs of our existing user 
groups. We also identified underrepresented demographics and are groups. We also identified underrepresented demographics and are 
exploring ways to be more welcoming to new user groups. The data exploring ways to be more welcoming to new user groups. The data 
gathered from Power the Future is being used by a visioning team this gathered from Power the Future is being used by a visioning team this 
spring to provide recommendations to the Board of Directors as they spring to provide recommendations to the Board of Directors as they 
develop their next Strategic Plan for your outdoor ministry.develop their next Strategic Plan for your outdoor ministry.

Faith Where You Are, May 1-3

Answer the Call. Come Canoe. Let’s Connect.
Let’s spend time together in God’s beautiful creation, sharing the weekend 
with an inspiring community of diverse leaders. You’ll learn and discern how 
your faith can thrive in your everyday. Where is your faith leading you? How 
can you lead through your faith? This retreat is designed for young adults and 
adults in life transition, but all beliefs and ages are welcome and encouraged. 
Faith Where You Are includes a Saturday canoe trip on the South Fork of the 
Shenandoah River. Scholarships available - contact us for more info.

Play-Pray-Play, June 1-3

Come find renewal in and through God’s creation! Begin with a day of play: 
hiking, fishing, canoeing, creekwalking, playing gagaball, crafting, and 
more. We’ll start with interactive, camp-like worship and Bible study, then 
end with a campfire. Day Two is set aside as a Day of Prayer - time for silent 
meditation, praying the labyrinth, reading, and contemplation. The retreat 
wraps up with another day of play. Local horseback riding, wineries, and 
river trips may be available on the play days as well at additional cost.

Adventure Weekend, Sept 18-20 & Feb 5-7

Come on your own, bring your family, or organize a group and explore the Shenandoah Valley! We’ll provide 
lodging and meals in the Cabin Village and help you plan your adventures. During warm weather, nearby 
activities may include river canoeing/kayaking/tubing, horseback riding, rock climbing, ziplining, hiking, biking, 
and fishing. In the winter, we’re just under an hour from skiing, snowboarding, and tubing at Massanutten and 
Bryce Resorts. Plus, winter hikes in Fort Valley are spectacular. Year round, we have some great breweries and 
wineries nearby, plus apple orchards, farm tours, antiquing, and more.

Quiet Days: April 2, June 2, Sept 2, Jan 2

Let’s take a second (2nd) for renewal. All are invited to come spend time in God’s creation. Once a quarter, we set 
aside a day for quiet. 10am to 2pm is dedicated to silence and to calming, quieting, centering reflection. You are 
invited to roam or sit: to walk the trails, use the labyrinth, pause in St. John’s Chapel, or rest by the lake. We start 
with orientation and meditation in the Upper Room then conclude in the same way. Bring a reusable water bottle 
and lunch to eat at your leisure; no cost to participate and no RSVP needed.

Learn More and Sign Up at www.CarolineFurnace.org

Upcoming EventsUpcoming Events



Thank You for your Continued Support!

Cindy Allen
David & Pamella Appler
Norma Armentrout
Richard & Virginia Berry
Gerald & Sandra Cobb
Terri Cobb
Kate & Jonathan Costa
Matt & Angie Covington
Joyce & Charles Forbes
David Hendrix
Eric & Kathy Jones
Cary & Jeanne Mangus
Thomas & Robin Prinz
Sherry & Barry Ritenour
Lisa Rountree
John Schlegel
Martin & Josephine Shorter
Nancy Simon
Robert & Betsy Springman

Deborah Bowers
William & Chris Crouch
John & Elena Handley
Richard & Nancy Hartman
Allen Lutz
Thomas & Lee Ann Powell

Gold Level Gold Level   ($3,000+)($3,000+)

Silver LevelSilver Level  ($1,000+)  ($1,000+)

Churches and OrganizationsChurches and Organizations
Virginia Synod ELCA
Metro DC Synod ELCA
West Virginia-Western Maryland Synod ELCA 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, Vienna
Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church, Richmond 
Thrivent Financial - Choice Dollars & Matching Gift
Gifts of Hope - ministry of the Metro DC Synod
St. Michael Lutheran Church, Virginia Beach 
Resurrection Lutheran Church, Arlington
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Springfield
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Woodbridge
King of Kings Lutheran Church, Fairfax
Luray Caverns
Lutheran Cooperative Ministry in the Roanoke Area 
Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church, Roanoke 
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Newport News 
Auxiliary for Luther Manor
Thrivent Financial, Blue Ridge Group
Faith Lutheran Church, Arlington
St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, New Market
St. Mark Lutheran Church, Roanoke
Christ the King Lutheran Church, Richmond 
Rader Evangelical Lutheran Church, Timberville 
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Basye 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Luray
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Gaithersburg 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Alexandria
St. Mary’s Pine Lutheran Church, Mt. Jackson 
Christ Lutheran Church, Fredericksburg
Morning Star Women of the ELCA
St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Culpeper 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Front Royal 
Salem Lutheran Church, Mount Sidney

Support Caroline Furnace Online at www.CarolineFurnace.org/Donate

Gifts in Memory of:Gifts in Memory of:
Lewin Armentrout
George Handley
Richard (Dick) Hartman
Keith Edward Jones
Billy Jack & Violet Long
Barry Proctor

The Lord has provided us with wonderful gifts, that we may proclaim the gospel boldly through Caroline 
Furnace Lutheran Camp & Retreat Center. Perhaps the most important gift as we seek to minister to a world 

in need is YOU. Your prayers and partnership are essential to this ministry. We respectfully ask for your 
donations to continue supporting the incredible work done here. By providing, participating, and praying 

for Caroline Furnace, you share Christ’s love with a world in need and provide a sacred space for all. 
We are one as the body of Christ, and we are so very blessed by your abundant generosity. Individual 

donors are listed below in alphabetical order by giving level. Churches and organizations are listed in order 
by amount given in 2019. As always, we are so grateful for the continued support of our three Synods.

Our mission is to provide unforgettable faith, education, and 
renewal experiences in God  ’s creation for all God  ’s people.



With your help, we have been able to continue many facility, property, and resource improvements in 2019. 
These projects add value to the experience of every guest, camper, volunteer, and staff. Thank you!Bronze Level Bronze Level ($250+)($250+)

Green Level Green Level (up to $250)(up to $250)

Raymond & Anja Allen
David & Jelise Ballon
Scott & Babs Benson
Stephen & Kathy Bohannon
David & Sue Brown
Gretchen Caldwell
Mark & Sabrina Chandler
Shaun & Amy Chelgreen
Costie, James & Karen Costie
Matt Cox
Catherine DeLesDernier
Arlene Domaleski
Todd & Kelly Domaleski

Kathleen Getaz
Joan Golden 
Bob & Barbra Humphrey
Ron Hunt
Jeffrey & Marcia Ihnen
George Kegley
Edward & Paula Kern
Joyce Kipps
Jimmy & Tammie Kroll
Julie Kroll
Debbie Long
Jane & Jack McAllister
Shannon Miskowski

Kathy Morefield
David Nestleroth
Richard Niedermayer
George Orr
Anne Proctor
Rodney Miller & Evelyn Poland
Derrick Russell
Sally Powell
Wayne & Vikki Shelor
Donald & Kathryn Slade
Cetan & Theresa Tameris
Richard & Edwina Westin
David Young & Heidi David-Young

Mark & Annabelle Allard
Michael & Michele Allard
Dennis & Mary Celeste Allen
Donna & CK Ambrose
Craig & Teresa Anderson
David & Darla Anderson
Charles & Naoko Aschmann
David & Clara Barden
Hildegard Bengston
Ludwig Benner
Susan Bennett
Donald & Levi Blankenship
Paul & Joy Booth
Kenton Bosserman
Elise Bowman
Miriam Bowman
Dawn Boyce
Donald & Nancy Boyer
Susan Bracken
Peter & Khris Brookes
Rick Brosius & S. Melendy
Genie & Keith Brown
Ken & Regina Brumback
Dawn & Nora Burson
Marvin & Peggy Buterbaugh
Susan & Brian Butler
William & Sara Butler
Samantha Carpio
Clark Construction
Patricia Covington
Mary Day
Dave & Nancy Delaney
Molly & Kevin Donnelly
Charles Douglass
Beckha & Brian Drake

Daniel Eckermann
Keith & Nancy Egloff
Jerry & Connie Elbon
John Feldman
Robbi & Cindy Fielder
James & Valerie Freund
Patrick & Katie Freund
William Gangwer
Frank & Carol Gilliam
Kathryn Gregory
Mary Haas
Gloria Haher
Donald & Joyce Hamrick
Laura Handley
John & Kristine Hartlaub
Cecil & Ella Heishman
William & Joy Henning
Spencer Hodges
Gregory & Wanda Hoge
Max Holland
Lynn & Todd Holtzman
Irving & Frances Hottle
Mark & Stephanie Hudy
Charles & Judith Hughes
Robert Huley
Cheryl Istvan
James & Holly Jewell
Jane Johnston
Fred Kallmeyer
Elizabeth Kaylor
Sue Kline
Susan & Keith Kuhn
Dale Lambert & M. Hamley
Kenneth Jr. & Deb Lane
Kyle & Beth Lawrence

Charles & Helen Leach
Charles & Stephanie Leiser
Cathy Lively
Ian & Karen Lowdon
Joe & Brenda Lucus
William Lucas
Scott & Amy Lyon
Will & Claire Mahoney
Adam & Marie Malinchak
Kenneth Martin
Bruce & Karen Matthias
James & Lynda Mauney
LaVerne McDonald
John McDowell
Walter McKee
Carolyn McKiernan
Dan & Norma McMorrow
Elizabeth Meyer
Roger & Linda Milburn
Thomas & Diane Milburn
Edmund & Lorna Miller
Christina Muedeking
Doris Mumaw
Lester & Joan Orndorff
Keith O’Rourke
Jane Overstreet
Joy Painter
Craig Perry & Laci Riddle
John & Bonnie Priebe
Earl & Nancy Racer
Jean Racey
Mary Reamy
Wade & Tracy Rindy
Will & Mary Roethlisberger
Susan Rozamus

Alan & Alfreda Rulis
Allison Ryals & Ray Long
Kenneth Ryals
Floyd & Imogene Ryman
Rebecca Sager
Gary & Mary Sahm
Marv & Annette Schaff
James & Brenda Scheel
David Schlaefer
Karl & Shirley Schmidt
Lorenz Schoff
Thomas & Beverly Schulz
Will & Rebecca Sigler
Will & Katherine Simenson
Oma Gail Simmons
Leonard & Joyce Skoglund
Karl & Barbara Smith
Charles Stock
Bettina Stopford
Kelly & Artie Strunk
Paul & Linda Sweet
Brenda & James Todd
Virginia Trygstad
Sharon Vines
Brian Wall
Carla Wallen
Cyndy & Dan Walsh
Tammy & Dave Warner
James & Jean Weber
Elwood & Helen Wells
Nanci Wilfong
J.Y. Wilkins
William Wilkins
Brian Wilt
Ronald Zschoche

Support Caroline Furnace Online at www.CarolineFurnace.org/Donate

But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? 
Everything comes from you and we have given you only what comes from your hand. 1 Chronicles 29:14



Thank You for Your Continued Support!

FarmhouseFarmhouse

LakefrontLakefront

Cabin VillageCabin Village Other ProjectsOther Projects

Kitchen & Program VolunteersKitchen & Program Volunteers

Renovations to Cabins 7 & 8 include full wheelchair accessibility, 
two separate sleeping areas, improved insulation, year-round 
climate control (air conditioning and heat), and a full bath; plus 
deep cleaning of Cabin Village.

New Farmhouse patio and solar lights, renovation of downstairs 
bathroom, and addition of washer/dryer for cleaning bed linens.

Includes Summer Camp, Work Weekends, Open Houses, 
outdoor education, marketing, and large rental groups.

Lake dam cleared of overgrowth and to be mowed regularly, 
new water pump for composting toilet.

= Volunteer Labor Value (averaged $15/hr)= Donated Resources & Materials

$500

$1,200$150

$6,720$4,470

$12,000$840

Total ValueTotal Value: $51,800: $51,800
*342 volunteers, 4,158 hours*342 volunteers, 4,158 hours

With your help, we have been able to continue many facility, property, and resource improvements in 2019. 
These projects add value to the experience of every guest, camper, volunteer, and staff. Thank you!

Includes new Enviro-Loo in Spring Field, fire circle benches 
and firewood rack in Sukkah Village, Sukkah Bathhouse
repainted, tractor and small engine repairs, trail 
maintenance, brush clearing, and garden work.

$12, 720$650

• • 1 in 3 Summer Campers1 in 3 Summer Campers receive financial assistance from their church or our scholarship program. receive financial assistance from their church or our scholarship program.
• • 2019 donations to the Camper Scholarship Fund2019 donations to the Camper Scholarship Fund totaled $7,160 totaled $7,160. We used $6,850 in Summer 2019 scholarships.. We used $6,850 in Summer 2019 scholarships.
• • Most individual contributions areMost individual contributions are between $25 and $250 between $25 and $250. . 
• • We receive donations from just We receive donations from just 10% of the 300+ ELCA congregations10% of the 300+ ELCA congregations in our three supporting Synods.  in our three supporting Synods. 

Quick FactsQuick Facts

*30% Increase from 2018

What is best for Caroline Furnace?
1. Digital Transfer - You may know this as ACH or EFT. Direct payment through ACH interacts with your 

bank account just like direct deposit or direct bill pay, and most importantly, bypasses processing fees. 
Credit card processing fees are typically 3% or higher, even for donations to a nonprofit.

2. Monthly Giving - Why is it such a big deal? Monthly giving allows us to more accurately project the  
annual budget, which then allows for improved project planning and development of operational reserves.

• Legacy Giving - Let us refer you to a trusted financial consultant who can help you set up Legacy Giving 
through your will, trust, retirement account, insurance, property, and more. Invest in your own legacy; 
your beneficiaries may not support the same organizations you do. Just 10% of your estate can support 
your favorite nonprofit for years to come. 

• Thrivent Financial Action Teams & Choice Dollars - Eligible members of Thrivent may apply for up to 
two Action Teams per year, which provides $250 in starter funds for a project. These are perfect for Work 
Weekends and retreat group service projects! Choice Dollars are tier-based and 2019 funding may be  
designated until March 31st. If you haven’t designated yours yet, log in and update your account today! 

• Corporate Matching - Check with your employer to see if you are eligible for matching gifts to a 501(c)3. 
Tax exemption form available upon request.

Ways to GiveWays to Give

Learn More Ways to Give Back at www.CarolineFurnace.org/Donate



2239 Camp Roosevelt Road
Fort Valley VA 22652
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Exciting news inside!

Check out 2019 in Review. Learn more about 20 for 20, 

Generation to Generation, Wild Women, and More

Learn more at CarolineFurnace.org/donate

Hep’s Wish List Next Steps: Future Facility Updates

• 4 Picnic Tables (octagonal w/ umbrellas)
• 5 Picnic Tables (6 ft, treated lumber)
• Gravel for Roadways
• Sickle Bar Mower attachment for Tractor
• Commercial Stump Grinder
• UTV/Side-by-Side or Golf Cart
• Chainsaw (Stihl or Husqvarna, 18”)

Contact us for item details or to coordinate staff pick-
up of items in excellent condition.

• Marston Activity Center upgrades (in progress)
• Moyer Lodge welcome area & kitchen (in progress)
• Farmhouse remodel to semi-private rooms
• Cabin 3 upgrades - flooring, base wrap, etc.
• Health Center upgrade and dedication
• Residence HVAC and deck replacement 

Contact us to learn more about a project listed or bring 
a volunteer crew.

Tom, Exec. Director: tom@carolinefurnace.org,    Bryan (Hep), Dir. Facilities & Maintenance: bryan@carolinefurnace.org

Volunteers Needed for Summer Camp!

Healthcare Professionals needed for 1+ hours each day to assist our Health Care Coordinator. 
Come share a meal or stay for the week! Can’t make it to Fort Valley? Sign up to serve as a phone/video call 
consultant (calls are only as needed).

Contact Program Directors Andy & Caroline (programdirector@carolinefurnace.org) to learn more.


